as this verb has been very fully treated in the New English Dictionary where the curious reader will find ample information. His Honour and a Lady. XIV. They went along the deserted street, lighted by an oil lamp.
Tess II. 272. And then a stroll on the crowded, well-lighted boulevards.
• Trilby, I. 50. From these instances it is evident that: 1. Both forms are in common use among the best authors of the present day. 2. Lit is much used, especially as a form of the preterite.
It will be noticed that nearly aU the quotations are from proseworks.
3. The past participle lit is particularly common in combinations such as: gas-, moon-, sun-, star-lit. 4. In the same author we find both forms used promiscuously. 5. Of light = alight, the pret. lighted occurs three times, and the pret. lit four times; the past participle lighted four times, the form lit, once.
To recapitulate:
The pret. lighted occurs 58 times " " lit " 113 " The p. p. lighted " 120 " " " lit " 133 " which seems to show that lit is much more common in the pret. and slightly more common in the p. p. than lighted.
Our English grammars should therefore explicitly state that both forms are in general use.
From the instances given in the Oxf. Diet, it would appear that the form alit is very rare. I have nowhere found this form, which -according to the Oxf. Diet. -occurs only in the 19 th century.
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